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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and 
protection of coastal fishery resources.  The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating 
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species. 
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ASMFC Seeks Proposals for Shellfish Aquaculture Consortia Projects 
Proposals Due March 15, 2019  
 
Arlington, VA –The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (Commission), in partnership with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), is seeking proposals to form regionally focused research 
consortia that will address critical research needs surrounding shellfish aquaculture. While oysters are a priority 
species, proposals for any shellfish species will be accepted.   
 
For FY19, Congressional funds are available to support ongoing research for off-bottom shellfish production in 
coastal areas.  Research should focus on shellfish genetics, disease, seed production and transport, 
environmental interactions and impacts, regulatory challenges, and socioeconomic modeling.  Additionally, 
regional partnerships are encouraged to classify and preserve natural genetic variation in shellfish.   
 
NOAA Fisheries, through the Commission, is making $880,000 available for the funding period of August 1, 2019 
to July 31, 2020. The Commission plans to award funding to support up to two consortia that can justify and 
demonstrate the greatest collaborative efforts with various investigators and stakeholders. Any consortium 
seeking support for this period must submit, as a single file, an electronic proposal by email no later than 5:00 
p.m. EST on Friday, March 15, 2019. Please see the Request for Proposals (RFP) for complete proposal details, 
qualifying requirements, and submission instructions. The RFP is available at 
http://www.asmfc.org/files/JobAnnouncements/ASMFC_FY19ShellfishAquacultureConsortiaRFP_Feb2019.pdf. 
 
The Gulf and Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commissions have also issued similar RFPs seeking consortia 
proposals relevant to their respective regions.  
 
For more information, please contact Dr. Louis Daniel at ldaniel@asmfc.org or 252.342.1478.  
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